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› Barbara Baldieri March - fashion
Born in Rome, Barbara grew up shuttling between Italy and the United States. Armed with a Latin look and an 
international appeal, Barbara made her foray into the fashion world as a model, working with world renowned 
designers and publications, including Jean Paul Gaultier and Italian Vogue. Barbara also developed her love for 
music, which culminated with the release of her debut album in 2003.  

› Francesco Belcaro - entertrainment
Francesco Belcaro has been a focal point in the New York entertainment and social networking scene for 
several years and is the co-founder of Made in Italy NYC, Ltd. A Padova native, Francesco studied in Madrid 
and also in New York as a foreign exchange student.

› Cesare Casella - food
Cesare Casella is a critically acclaimed Italian Chef who is originally from Tuscany. In 2006, he was named 
dean of Italian Studies in New York and Parma by the French Culinary Institute. As a respected Chef, he 
has extensive experience as a writer for Gourmet, Bon Appettit, and Food & Wine magazines, and has also 
frequently appeared as a guest chef on ABC & CBS. As a restaurant entrepreneur, his newest venture is the 
opening of Salumeria Rosi restaurant in New York. 

› Lorenza Cerbini - communications
Lorenza Cerbini is a journalist for “America Oggi’ newspaper and a correspondent for the Italian national radio 
station RTL 102.5.  She is the producer and host of ICN Radio’s “Il Weekend di Lorenza” show and a freelance 
writer for Vogue and Speak Up. 

› Carlo Mantica - entrepreneurship
Carlo Mantica is a successful Italian entrepreneur, who is founder and president of Mantica Ventures. After 
graduating from Bocconi University in Milan, for which he is also the President of the NY Alumni Association 
branch, Carlo received his MBA from NYU Stern School of Business.  He has had extensive brand management 
experience at Coca Cola and Barilla, and was a former strategy consultant for Booz Allen Hamilton.

› Alessandro Marini - public relations
Alessandro is co-founder of Ibiza Networking, a PR agency with operations in Italy, Ibiza, and New York. He 
holds a Masters in Event Planning from New York’s Fashion Institute of Technology and his expertise lies in 
launching alternative marketing strategies for VIP clients such as Diesel and MTV Italia.   

› Michael Max Knobbe - media
Michael Max Knobbe is an innovative and media leader. He is Executive Director of BronxNet and has 
produced numerous programs recognized by Cabel ACE, Telly awards, and the Emmys. He has a Masters 
in Fine Arts from Lehman College, where he became an adjunct professor for Digital Moviemaking and the 
History of Cinema. 
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